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busy with his own little afiairs) was also for many years
one of the leading opponents of Benes and of the whole

* Burg policy/ In 1932 Stribrny alleged in his newspaper
that I had received large subsidies for my book on Benes,
and Benes and my humble self were subjected to coarse
attacks. I was of course deeply offended by the publication
of this libel and made no attempt to conceal my indigna-
tion from Benes. I saw from his face that the incident
also embarrassed him, but after carefully reading the
article, he said: ' Stribrny is of no account in Czecho-
slovak politics. Remember the proverb:  " When the
caravan moves the dog barks." We still have power in
our hands, and will continue to have it for a long time.
I cannot, of course, prevent such attacks in the Press,
even if they do overstep the bounds of decent journalist
practice. But console yourself. You are in good company,
because I am included in the attack.' When I attempted
to say something, he interrupted me and continued,
regarding me seriously: ' Or perhaps you don't think
you are in good company ? ' I had to admit with a smile :

* The company is very good. But why should we permit
propaganda hostile to Czechoslovakia, which is not based
on truth ?' Benes compressed his lips and said: * This
article claims that you received from me subsidies amount-
ing to millions of kronen for your fcooks. You know
you have not received them, and I know that I could
not have given them to you. The whole thing is a lie.
So what is upsetting you ?' When I saw the sincere
indignation of Benes, I had to say with a smile: ' The
fact that it isn't true is what upsets me most.' Benes